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CHAHAL DAINIK GAZETTE (CDG)
CHHATRAPATI SHIVAJI MAHARAJ

Context: Recently, Maharashtra Tourism Minister triggered a 

controversy by equating Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj’s legendary 

Agra escape to Maharashtra Chief Minister’s defection. 

Who was Chhattrapati Shivaji Maharaj?

•	 Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj  (1630-1680) carved out an 

independent Maratha kingdom from various Deccan 

states in the 17th century. 

•	 At this point of time, several Sultanates (mainly Bijapur, 

Golkonda and Ahmadnagar) and the Mughals were vying 

for the control of the Deccan. 

•	 As Mughal power grew, these Sultanates would become 

tributaries to the Mughal Empire (while often continuing 

to bicker among themselves) with the rulers and ruling 

clans being given positions in the Mughal court.

•	 Shivaji’s conflict with the Adil Shahi Sultanate of Bijapur 

began when he was only 16. 

•	 His strategies would be centred around taking control of 

forts in strategic locations, often on hilltops. 

•	 After strengthening hold over his jagir (Pune), he 

expanded in various directions. 

•	 At the time of his death, he held around 300 forts.

Shivaji and the Mughals

•	 His first direct encounter with the Mughals was during 

Aurangzeb’s Deccan campaigns of the 1650s. 

•	 Using swift cavalry attacks, he would raid and pillage 

Mughal strongholds. 

•	 Famously, in 1664, he attacked the port of Surat (now 

in Gujarat) and plundered one of the richest and busiest 

commercial towns of Mughal India.

•	 Aurangzeb sent a 100,000-strong, well-equipped army 

under Raja Jai Singh I to subdue him in 1665. 

•	 After putting up a valiant fight, Shivaji was besieged in 

the Purandar hill fort.

The great escape
•	 He was taken to Aurangzeb’s court in Agra in 1666. 

•	 Aurangzeb put him under house arrest in Agra. 

•	 Shivaji and his son escaped and left Agra.

•	 Aurangzeb chose not to start an immediate conflict with 
Shivaji again. 

•	 Instead, he offered Shivaji the title of Raja and 
guaranteed his authority in the Maratha lands as long 
as he acknowledged the supremacy of the Mughals and 
maintained truce.

Shivaji’s coronation
•	 By 1669, Shivaji had regrouped and raised an effective 

army. 

•	 In 1674, he crowned himself Chhatrapati, officially 
creating an independent Maratha kingdom.

•	 The next six years were spent expanding his rule and 
forging new political norms, replacing the prevailing 
Indo-Persian court culture. 

•	 He promoted the use of Marathi and Sanskrit in his 
courts and created an elaborate administrative system 
with a council of ministers known as “Ashta Pradhan.”

EXERCISE AGNI WARRIOR

Context: Joint Exercise Agni Warrior with Singapore Armed Forces 
Concludes at Devlali (Maharashtra)

Key details:
•	 Exercise Agni Warrior, involved showcasing joint 

firepower planning, execution and use of New Generation 
Equipment by the Artillery arm of both armies.

•	 Exercise also included participation by both sides in a joint 
computer war-game as part of joint planning process. 

•	 Both sides utilised niche technology and Artillery 
Observation Simulators as part of joint training phase. 

CENTRAL ADOPTION RESOURCE AUTHORITY

Context: As part of the ‘Adoption Awareness Month’ , Central 
Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) organised various State 
orientation programmes, ran special social media campaigns, held 
interactive meets with Prospective Adoptive Parents and Adoptive 
Parents. 
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Key details:

•	 The key features of the new Adoption Regulations, 2022 
notified by the Central Government were also shared with 
them. 

•	 Adoption Awareness Month is about spreading adoption 
awareness amongst the stakeholders and the waiting 
families desiring to adopt.  

•	 Through the adoption process, CARA is dedicated to 
ensuring the long-term rehabilitation of children.

•	 The New Adoption Regulations 2022:

	The Parliament passed the Juvenile Justice (Care and 
Protection of Children) Amendment Act, 2021.

	It amended the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015.

	The Act authorized District Magistrates and 
Additional District Magistrates to issue adoption 
orders by striking out the word “court”.

	This was done to ensure speedy disposal of cases and 
enhance accountability.

	The DMs are also authorized to inspect and evaluate 
the functioning of:

	child care institutions 

	district child protection units, 

	child welfare committees, 

	juvenile justice boards, 

	specialized juvenile police units, 

	child care institutions etc.

	New Regulations also stipulate children to be placed 
in their own socio-cultural environment so that both 
the child and the family quickly adjust with each other.

	Revamped Child Adoption Resource Information 
& Guidance System (CARINGS) has introduced new 
online modules for online registration of inter-
country adoption cases under Hindu Adoption and 
Maintenance Act (HAMA).    

Central Adoption Resource Authority

•	 Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) is a statutory 
and autonomous body of the Ministry of Women and 
Child Development under the provisions of the Juvenile 
Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015.

•	 It was set up in 1990. 

•	 It functions as the nodal body for the adoption of Indian 
children and is mandated to monitor and regulate in-
country and inter-country adoptions. 

•	 CARA is designated as the Central Authority to deal 
with inter-country adoptions in accordance with the 
provisions of the 1993 Hague Convention on Inter-
country Adoption, ratified by Government of India in 
2003.

•	 CARA primarily deals with the adoption of orphaned, 
abandoned and surrendered children through 
recognised adoption agencies. 

•	 In 2018, CARA has allowed individuals in a live-in 
relationship to adopt children from and within India.

•	 As required by the 1993 Hague Convention, children 
residing in India are always offered to Indian families 
before any foreigner.

•	 However in 2014, the Government of India changed the 
law to put Non-Resident Indian (NRI) citizens and 
couples on par with Indians residing in India.

NATIONAL SINGLE WINDOW SYSTEM

Context: National Single Window System facilitates over 44000 
approvals since launch.

Key details:

•	 The National Single Window System (NSWS) is a digital 
platform for identifying and applying for approvals 
according to business requirements.

•	 NSWS was soft launched to all stakeholders and the 
public in September 2021 by the Union Minister of 
Commerce and Industry, Consumer Affairs, Food and 
Public Distribution and Textiles. 

•	 NSWS was created as an Investment Clearance Cell (ICC) 
to provide a single platform to enable the identification 
and obtaining of approvals and clearances needed by 
investors, entrepreneurs, and businesses in India. 

•	 The system is envisioned to:

	reduce duplicity of information submission to different 
ministries, 

	reduce compliance burden, 

	promote sector specific reforms and schemes, 

	reduce gestation period of projects, and 

	promote ease o f starting and doing business. 

•	 NSWS enables the identification, applying and subsequent 
tracking of approvals for all integrated States and 
Central Departments, making it a true National Single 
Window System.
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BAGUETTE IN UNESCO INTANGIBLE CULTURAL 
HERITAGE LIST

Context: Baguette — the staple French bread — was inscribed into 

the UN’s list of intangible cultural heritage (ICH). 

What is a baguette?

•	 The baguette is a long and thin loaf made of flour, water, 

salt and yeast, and is consumed as a staple in France. 

•	 It gained its official name in 1920.

What is intangible cultural heritage according to 
UNESCO?

•	 UNESCO defines “intangible” as:

	expressions that have been passed from one 

generation to another, 

	have evolved in response to their environments and 

	contribute to giving us a sense of identity and 

continuity.

•	 UNESCO’s intangible cultural heritage includes:

	oral traditions

	performing arts

	social practices

	rituals

	festive events

	knowledge and practices concerning nature and the 

universe 

	the knowledge and skills to produce traditional crafts

•	 UNESCO’s list of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity 

was established in the year 2008.

Criteria for the selection

•	 There are three criteria. The entity must:

	be recognized by communities, groups and, in some 

cases, individuals as part of their cultural heritage, 

	be transmitted from generation to generation and 

be constantly recreated by communities and groups 

in response to their environment, their interaction with 

nature and their history and 

	provide them with a sense of identity and continuity, 

thus promoting respect for cultural diversity and 

human creativity.

India’s intangible cultural symbols on the UNESCO 
list

•	 This year, India nominated Garba, a traditional dance 

form that originated in the state of Gujarat, for inscription 

on UNESCO’s ICH list.

•	 The elements which have been on the representative list of 

intangible cultural heritage from India in the past decade 

include:

	Kolkata’s Durga Puja (2021), 

	Kumbh Mela (2017), 

	Navroz (2016), 

	Yoga (2016), 

	traditional brass and copper craft of utensil-making 

among coppersmiths of Punjab (2014), 

	Sankirtana, a ritual musical performance of Manipur 

(2013), 

	the Buddhist chanting of Ladakh (2012).

•	 Before 2011, the list included:

	Chhau dance, 

	Kalbelia folk songs and dance of Rajasthan, 

	Mudiyettu, a dance drama from Kerala (2010), 

	Ramman, a religious festival and theatre performance 

of Garhwal in the Himalayas (2009), 

	Kutiyattam or Sanskrit theatre, 

	Vedic chanting (2008).

	Ramlila, a traditional performance of Ramayana (2008).

Who manages nominations to the UNESCO list in 
India?

•	 Sangeet Natak Akademi is the nodal organisation 

which looks after this function, and files nominations of 

intangible cultural entities from India, for evaluation by 

the international body.

•	 The Ministry of Culture also launches regular schemes, 

in an attempt to preserve, protect and promote intangible 

cultural heritage in the country. 

	Among them, the “Scheme for Safeguarding the 

Intangible Cultural Heritage and Diverse Cultural 

Traditions of India” aims to professionally enhance 

awareness and interest in the safeguarding, promotion 

and propagation of ICH.
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UNESCO

•	 The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization is a specialised agency of the United 
Nations (UN) aimed at promoting world peace and 
security through international cooperation in education, 
arts, sciences and culture.

•	 It has 193 member states and 12 associate members along 
with partners in the non-governmental, intergovernmental 
and private sector.

•	 Headquarters: Paris, France.

•	 UNESCO was founded in 1945 as the successor to the 
League of Nations’s International Committee on 
Intellectual Cooperation.

•	 UNESCO is governed by the General Conference, 
composed of member states and associate members, which 
meets biannually to set the agency’s programmes and the 
budget. 

•	 It also elects members of the executive board, which 
manages UNESCO’s work, and appoints every four 
years a Director-General, who serves as UNESCO’s chief 
administrator. 

•	 UNESCO is a member of the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Group, a coalition of UN agencies 
and organisations aimed at fulfilling the Sustainable 
Development Goals.

DIGIYATRA

Context: The government has introduced paperless entry at select 
airports to make air travel hassle-free. Under this initiative, airports 
will use a facial recognition software called ‘DigiYatra’ for entry. This 
means, passengers won’t need to carry their ID card and boarding 
pass.

What is DigiYatra and how will it work?

•	 DigiYatra envisages that travellers pass through various 
checkpoints at the airport through paperless and 
contactless processing, using facial features to establish 
their identity, which would be linked to the boarding 
pass. 

•	 With this technology, the entry of passengers would be 
automatically processed based on the facial recognition 
system at all checkpoints – including entry into the airport, 
security check areas, aircraft boarding, etc.

•	 For availing the service, a passenger has to register their 
details on the DigiYatra app using Aadhaar-based 
validation and a self image capture. 

•	 Once all the online process is done, the passenger can enter 

the airport through the e-gate.

•	 The project is being implemented by the DigiYatra 

Foundation — a joint-venture company.

PERSONALITY RIGHTS

Context: The Delhi High Court recently passed an interim order to 

prevent the unlawful use of Bollywood star Amitabh Bachchan’s 

name, image and voice. The court, through its order, restrained 

persons at large from infringing the personality rights of the actor.

What are personality rights?

•	 Personality rights refer to the right of a person to protect 

his/her personality under the right to privacy or 

property. 

•	 These rights are important to celebrities as their names, 

photographs or even voices can easily be misused in 

various advertisements by different companies to boost 

their sales. 

•	 Therefore, it is necessary for renowned personalities/

celebrities to register their names to save their 

personality rights.

Personality rights and publicity rights

•	 Personality rights are different from publicity rights. 

•	 Personality rights consist of two types of rights: 

	The right of publicity, or the right to keep one’s image 

and likeness from being commercially exploited without 

permission or contractual compensation, which is 

similar (but not identical) to the use of a trademark; and 

	Right to privacy or the right to not have one’s 

personality represented publicly without permission. 

•	 However, under common law jurisdictions, publicity 

rights fall into the realm of the ‘tort of passing off’. 

	Passing off takes place when someone intentionally or 

unintentionally passes off their goods or services as 

those belonging to another party. 

	Often, this type of misrepresentation damages the 

goodwill of a person or business, resulting in financial 

or reputational damage. 

•	 Publicity rights are governed by statutes like the Trade 

marks Act 1999 and the Copyright Act 1957.


